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Project Title Research Best Practices for Typography

Project 
Summary

Do you love fonts and typography? Do you love research? Then we've got the project for 
you! There's lots of info on the internet about which fonts are best for reading- but we want 
the actual research, not just the info that gets passed around the Internet that isn't backed by 
science.

Country United States

Agency Department of State

DoS Office FSI/SLS/CSD

Post N/A

Section N/A

Number of 
Interns

1

Project Description

We want to know more about the science behind typography and fonts. We need you to review the academic 
research on this subject over the past 15-20 years, and answer research questions such as the following:

-Are serif fonts the best fonts for printed text? If so, what research backs this up? 
-Are serif or san serif fonts better for reading body text on a computer or mobile device? What research backs 
this up? Does the result change when you switch from a computer LCD screen to a mobile device such as an 
iPad or iPhone with Retina display?
-Which specific fonts are easiest to read in print?
-Which specific fonts are easiest to read on computers and mobile devices?
-Which specific fonts are easiest to read in e-ink (such as on Kindle Paperwhite)?
-Which specific fonts are easiest to read on large screen interactive boards (such as Smart Boards or Promethean 
boards)?
-How does the above change if the person reading the text is older?
-How does the above change if the text is in Chinese? Korean? Arabic? Spanish?

You will survey the academic studies over the past few years and write a report on each question, backed up 
with academic citations based on sound studies.



Desired Skills Interests

Additional Information

You must provide your own computer and have access to academic articles through research databases such as 
ProQuest, SAGE, etc.

Language Requirements

None


